Key Milestones in February
· Establishment of ARPA (Feb 7, 1958): President Eisenhower authorized the creation of the Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA), which initially assumed leadership of the nation's outer space program before the creation of NASA.
· Space Force Directive (Feb 19, 2019): President Donald Trump signed Space Policy Directive-4 (SPD-4), officially directing the Department of Defense to develop a legislative proposal to establish the U.S. Space Force as the sixth branch of the Armed Forces.
· First GPS Satellite Launch (Feb 22, 1978): The first Navstar 1 satellite was launched from Vandenberg AFB, marking the beginning of the Global Positioning System (GPS) constellation, a mission now managed by the USSF.
· First Polar Orbiting Satellite (Feb 28, 1959): The Air Force launched Discoverer 1 from Vandenberg AFB as part of the CORONA reconnaissance program. It was the first satellite intended to achieve a polar orbit. 
Significant Service Events
· Space Power Policy (Feb 2, 1998): The Department of Defense formally informed Congress that "Space power has become as important to the nation as land, sea, and air power," a pivotal step toward service independence.
· Personnel and Uniform Updates (Feb 1, 2025):New grooming and appearance standards for Guardians and Airmen went into effect, including updated duty identifier patches and uniform regulations.
· Base Transfers (Feb 12, 2021): Early in its formation, the USSF held transfer ceremonies at various installations, such as Holloman Air Force Base, to transition personnel and missions from the Air Force to the Space Force. 
Historical Space Context (NASA/Pre-USSF)
· Space Shuttle Columbia (Feb 1, 2003): The STS-107 mission ended in tragedy when the shuttle disintegrated during re-entry. This event led to significant safety overhauls in both civilian and military space operations.
· First American Orbit (Feb 20, 1962): While a NASA mission, the USSF continues to honor the legacy of John Glenn, who became the first American to orbit the Earth aboard Friendship 7. 

